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[…] EPA’s

 
science 

panel found that 
“quantitative evidence 
[…] must …

 
be 

characterized as having 
high uncertainties.”

 What to do in the face 
of uncertainty is a 
policy question, not a 
scientific question. [..] 
The debate is about 
[…] what kinds of 
uncertainty can be 
tolerated as a basis for 

Hazy reasoning 
behind clean air 
David Goldston, 
Nature 452|3, 

April 2008

‘Science alone 
can’t determine 
how regulations 

are written’
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Science American, June 2005, pp. 96
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RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 

Principle 15

In order to protect the environment, the precautionary 

approach shall be widely applied by States according to 

their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or 

irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall 

not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective 

measures to prevent environmental degradation. 
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